Tsunamis are one of the most potentially serious forms of catastrophes. Although much is known about the recorded history of tsunamis for many areas of the world, a tsunami in Southeast Asia has never been recorded. During the morning of 26 December 2004, a large earthquake occurred in the Indian Ocean off the western coast of northern Sumatra, Indonesia. Subsequently, a giant sea wave, resulting from large-scale seafloor displacements associated with major submarine slides, attacked parts of many countries, including Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and India. Approximately one million people, living in several countries, were affected by the tsunami. As of 07 January 2005, there were 5,291 deaths and 8,457 injuries. In addition, about 4,000 still are missing.
